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President Herb presided over another well-attended, short meeting. 
 
Harold reported that our web site is still down but he’s working on getting the is-
sues resolved.  We might have to change our address from newswedenbmwrid-
ers.org to newswedenbmwriders.com, at least temporarily.  In the future, the club 
will pay all fees associated with the club web site and the rally web site. 
 
We’re still looking for a theme for our 27th Annual Last Chance Rally.  Some form 
of “Bailout” was suggested but so far nobody’s designed a logo so all options are 
still open.  Please bring any ideas you might have to the April meeting or you’re not 
allowed to complain about what we end up with! 
 
A dinner to benefit the Keith Cramer Memorial Fund was held on Friday, March 
27th.  Keith was a very good friend to the club and we donated $250 to the fund in 
his memory. 
 
Roger Trendowski of the Jersey Shore BMW Riders is registration co-chairman for 
this year’s MOA National Rally in Johnson City, TN.  The Jersey Shore club has 
volunteered to work registration on Friday, July 17th from 11:00 am – 4:30 pm and 
would welcome help from any New Sweden members who plan to be there. Several 
of us have done this in the past and it’s actually quite fun.  That evening our friends 
from the shore are gathering for dinner at Ryan’s Steakhouse next to the Comfort 
Inn in Johnson City.  Hope to see you there! 
 
Vince won the 50/50. 
-- 
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Several months ago a bunch of club members were swapping emails about the plans 
of the New Jersey legislature to increase the cost of annual motorcycle registrations 
from $31.50 to something considerably more.  Doug Evans contacted his state Sena-
tor in Trenton, Jeff Van Drew, and the result is Senator Van Drew will attend our 
April meeting.  It would be great if we have a good turnout at the April meeting, so 
please make an effort to attend.  We will let Senator Van Drew begin his presenta-
tion at his convenience so please arrive at El Azteca at 6:30 PM. 
-- 
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The New Jersey Shore BMW Riders and the New Sweden BMW Riders will be 
hosting a Spring Flea Market to be held in conjunction with DeSimone Motors-
port’s spring Open House.  The date for the Open House and Flea Market is  
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Saturday, May 2 starting at 10:00 AM.    Start cleaning out 
the basement and the garage and gather up all your trea-
sures you don’t want anymore.  Additional details regard-
ing setting up your vendor space will be sent out via email.   
-- 
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On March 27 there was a benefit dinner in memory of 
Keith Cramer.  For newer club members, Keith was the 
first Sales Manager when DeSimone BMW first opened on 
Route 70 in Cherry Hill.  He passed away suddenly several 
months ago while on a business trip for his current employ-
er.  The Broadway Bound Players of Franklinville, NJ or-
ganized a benefit dinner at the Whitman Square Fire Hall in 
Turnersville.  The benefit was a sellout.  In addition, there 
were Chinese auctions, secret auctions, a 50/50, and other 
lotteries offered during the event to raise money for the 
Cramer family.  Seen in attendance were club members 
Pete Lisko, Joe and Arlene Molinaro, Harold Gantz, and 
many of our friends from DeSimone Motorsport including 
Joe Gallagher, Vince Moffa, Rob Kiviat, Tom Joyce, and 
Gerry and Elaine Gross.  A great time was had by all and a 
lot of money was raised to support the family of somebody 
we all liked and who left us way too soon.  Including the 
generous $250 provided by the club, all monies submitted 
by club members who attended, and those who donated at 
the March club meeting, the New Sweden BMW Riders 
contributed approximately $900. 
-- 
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The club website has been down for several months due to 
a snafu at yahoo but should be up and visible by the time 
you read this.  It was voted at the March club meeting to 
move the website from yahoo to a different host and to 
transfer ownership of the various website domain names to 
the club instead of the individuals who initially set them up.  
The club is especially grateful to Bill Alford for funding 
the website with yahoo out of his own pocket for many 
years.  �
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Email articles and/or photos anytime to Harold at 
hgantz@verizon.net or if you don’t have email call me at 
856-234-4240.  Without member input, the newsletter will 
shrink. 
-- 
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Take a look at the picture below.  It was taken in a former 
popular location in Atlantic County.  (That is a big clue.) 
Figure out where the picture was taken, ride your bike to 
the same spot, and take a similar picture with your bike in 
the photo so it looks like the photo below.  Then email the 
photo to Harold at hgantz@verizon.net.  The first person to 
do so will get a free dinner at the next club meeting.  A new 
contest photo will appear in every newsletter.  Get out there 
and ride. 
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Our favorite other BMW club, The New Jersey Shore 
BMW Riders, volunteered to work a four hour registration 
shift at the MOA rally in Johnson City, Tennessee.  Their 
scheduled shift is Friday, July 17 from approximately 11:30 
AM until 4:30 PM.  If you would like to help with registra-
tion that afternoon and make it a New Jersey club effort, 
your time would be greatly appreciated.  Contact Registra-
tion Co-chair Roger Trendowski via email:  rtrendows-
ki@att.net . If you can’t get hold of Roger before the rally 
and would like to help, just show up at rally registration 
around 11:30 AM Friday morning.  We’ll find something 
for you to do. 
-- 
�
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Found on the internet at the beginning of April: 
In what is likely the largest, and most unusual, takeover in 
motorcycle history BMW Motorrad AG (Munich) an-
nounced this week its planned purchase of Harley-
Davidson Motorcycles.  Berkshire Hathaway's Warren Buf-
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fett apparently was instrumental in brokering the arrange-
ment.  Many analysts had quietly seen this coming. 
 
"After riding high for two decades, the company that makes 
Hogs is sputtering," explained Josiah Harbor of the Rand 
Corporation.  "Harley's core customers are graying baby 
boomers, whose savings, in many cases, have gone up in 
smoke in the market downturn. And that came back and bit 
H-D in the backside." 
 
"These are big days for BMW," says Dr. Norbert Reithofer, 
Chairman of the Board of Management of BMW AG in 
Munich. "With the purchase of Harley, BMW stands ready 
to be the world's largest and most diverse motorbike com-
pany." 
 
Dr. Reithofer says Harley-Davidson will become a wholly-
owned subsidiary of BMW AG, similar to Husqvarna. "The 
H-D brand will remain, the US facilities will remain. But 
BMW AG and BMW North America will now manage the 
company."  Why now? Blame it on the economy and inter-
est rates. 
 
In a pattern similar to that of the housing bust, Harley 
goosed sales by luring many buyers with no-money-down 
loans. A subsidiary created about 15 years ago, Harley-
Davidson Financial Services, made those loans and pack-
aged them into securities to sell to investors. As the credit 
market skidded, so did this subsidiary. 
 
As much as one-fourth of the $2.8 billion in loans issued by 
Harley-Davidson Financial Services last year were sub-
prime, with interest rates as high as 18 percent. As the 
downturn took hold, some borrowers started defaulting on 
loans and investors stopped buying the securities, forcing 
Harley to write down $80 million of debt last year, analysts 
said. Although it recently tightened lending standards, the 
company is still chasing buyers by offering credit. 
-- 
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As can be seen in the April issue of the Owners News the 
following club members are officially on record as com-
pleting the 2008 MOA Mileage Contest.  Congratulations 
to all participants.     
 
Cole Mills R1100A R60/6 4147 miles 
Nancy Glindmyer R1100S  2805 miles 
Pete Lisko  K75RT  1843 miles 
Harold Gantz  K75S  1339 miles 
 

Check  your April Owners News for the 2009 starting mi-
leage form, fill  it out and bring it to the April club meeting 
to get signed by a couple of witnesses.  
-- 
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As kicked around at the last club meeting, our rally theme 
this year will be something related to the current atmos-
phere of economic stimulus and corporate bail-out activity 
that’s prevalent in today’s news.  This should not suggest to 
you that the rally committee has committed any legal or 
moral financial crimes.  That’s our story and we’re sticking 
to it.  If you have ideas of how to work that into a logo, 
please speak up at the April club meeting.  Thanks.�
  �
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2000 Caviga Gran Canyon.  Red and silver with matching 
side and top cases.  Just serviced at Fast by Ferracci’s.  All 
new belts, etc.  $6000.  Call Jed Simpson at 302-998-7976 
  �
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Dave Ickes took the motorcycle ride of a lifetime last sum-
mer and snapped almost a thousand photographs.  As space 
permits, several will be featured in the newsletter.  An ef-
fort will be made to acquire a PC projector so that Dave can 
display them on the wall at future club meetings.  Below is 
a photo of Dave on his RT near Devils Tower, Wyoming, 
and near Heaven’s Peak in Glacier national Park, Montana. 
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You have been warned.��
�
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Apr. 18th - Cross Country BMW’s Open House, 
Metuchen, NJ. 
�
April 19 - Gathering of Nortons at Washington's Crossing 
Park in the large parking lot on the Pennsylvania side of the 
Delaware River at 10:00 AM. 
 
April 22 – Club meeting at El Azteca. 
 
May 2 – Flea Market in conjunction with New Jersey Shore 
BMW Riders and Open House at DeSimone Motorsport. 
 
May 15, 16, 17- The Down East Rally Hermit Island, 
Phippsburg, ME 
 
May 17 – British Euro Classic Motorcycle Show, German-
town, MD. 
 
May 17 – Antique Motorcycle Show at the Hedger House 
on Route 563 near the intersection of Sooey Place Road.  
(This is a mile or two south of where 563 intersects route 
72 and is north of Chatsworth.) 
 
June 5, 6, 7 - Square Route Rally – BMWBMW 
  
June 14 - British Motorcar Rally, Hellertown, PA  
 
July 16-19 – BMWMOA International Rally, Johnson City, 
TN 
 
July 23-26 – BMWRA Rally, Canaan Valley, WV 
 
Sept. 25-27 – 27th Annual Last Chance Rally! 
 
Oct. 9th - 11th  - Barber Museum Vintage Festival, 
Barber Motorsports Park, (Leeds) Birmingham, AL 
(Week long ride) 
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